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Kerbela, owing to the fact of our being with Haji
Atteya. Two hundred horsemen rode out nearly
four miles to meet us, and when we arrived at the
Wadi as Salam dense crowds were standing on the
slopes outside the walls. On a hint from the Haji
we got out and walked in through the burial ground.
From Kerbela to Najaf our way had lain over
high gravel desert without a tree or blade of grass.
I know of no more impressive sight than the great
gold dome of the tomb of Ali floating above the
dust-coloured walls of the city of Najaf, which
stands high on the very edge of the desert, and is
fringed on all sides by countless tombs of pious
Shiahs, whose bodies in their flimsy coffins are
borne hundreds of miles to this sacred resting-place.
It took us an hour to get to his house, all the
streets being packed with sight-seers. There was no
acclamation and no women were in evidence, but a
great number of the onlookers, especially the crowds
outside the gate, had clearly come out to welcome
and not merely to gape at us.
Haji Atteya staged a public reception for us in
the main square of the city, and made a speech in
the course of which he invited the people to admire
our consideration in having followed the example
of the Shah of Persia and dismounted outside the
cemetery area. One of the other three town
sheikhs, who did not like the prominence which our
arrival had given to the Haji, rather spoilt the effect
of this by remarking in a loud aside, " Atteya put
them up to that, of course ! "
We stayed in the Haji's house while we were at
Najaf and he showed us the two-storied serdabs
(cool chambers) in which he and the other wealthy